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in command of it on 6 February, 1595. His expedition
consisted of five ships, of which one small one was lost
off the coast of Spain. With very little incident, except
that two more ships of the squadron were lost sight of,
Raleigh only reached Trinidad on 22 March, with two
vessels. Trinidad at that time was practically unoccupied
by the Spaniards but fairly well populated with Amer-
indians. Leaving his ships at anchor off what is now
called Port-of-Spain (the capital of Trinidad) he coasted
round the island searching for watering places and good
ports for anchorage. In this way he reached the extra-
ordinary pitch lake of Trinidad, in a district then called by
the Spanish La Brea. This lake is situated on the south-
west side of the island, on a small peninsula. It is nearly
circular, and about a mile and a half in diameter. The
surface usually looks hard and black, like the asphalt of
our streets, but under the fierce rays of the sun it becomes
soft or even liquid.

Raleigh was greatly struck with the value of this pitch,
and rightly predicted that it would some day be of very
great importance, as all the ships of the world might be
laden with it, and in his opinion it was more valuable than
the pitch of the pine trees of Scandinavia, because it did
not sp easily melt in the sun and was therefore well suited
for employment in tropical countries.

He rejoined his ships off Port-of-Spain, having by this
time acquired some knowledge of Trinidad, which he
describes as having the form of a sheep hook. It would
have been more appropriate if he had compared its shape
to that of a lowered flag, the stem of which would be
represented by the long mountain ridge of the northern
part of the island, a ridge which is obviously a continua-
tion of the Paria Mountains of the adjoining Venezuelan